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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8
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An Awakening among Assemblies in Penang
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Recently one assembly elder in Penang phoned up The ECHOS to find out if we could suggest more mission destinations or designated missionaries his small assembly of fewer than 50 members could have fellowship with with their surplus mission funds. 

This was indeed a surprising development in the history of missions in the Penang assemblies where assembly work first started over 150 years ago. Up to October 16, 1997 when the first copy of The ECHOS was first published under the name of an assembly prayer letter, very few individual believers knew the existence of assembly missions, not to say the least, supported or gave to local assembly missionaries serving the Lord abroad. Whatever mission fellowship they knew of was mainly with the foreign missionaries serving in Penang. Many were familiar with      
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non-assembly mission organisations and some even went out to the mission field serving the Lord under their umbrella or independently. We praise God for these faithful servants of God who stepped out into the regions beyond then with very poor support – prayer or practical – from their home assemblies. Few, if any, of these local missionaries were involved in assembly work abroad.
Later the Malaysian Missionary Services (MMS) was started in Kuala Lumpur with the purpose of creating mission awareness on a nation-wide basis. MMS organized Mission Conferences and invited foreign and local missionaries to challenge the Malaysian Christians to support mission work. Systematic giving was also introduced nationwide and the Gospel Challenge, their mission magazine, was distributed free to all concerned.
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Taking up the gauntlet from the MMS project, a Penang assembly elder and commended worker formed a small mission committee, and with the agreement of the home oversight, converted the weekly assembly prayer meeting into a mission night once every two months for the purpose of creating mission awareness, mission prayer and practical support and mission challenge to the Lord’s people to be interested and involved in missions. After that first meeting, it was opened to other assemblies in Penang. Thus, the Mission Night was born and later The ECHOS came into being. Soon The ECHOS spread its wings to cover missions in other countries and to be distributed there as well. 
Burmah Road Gospel Hall
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Since then, from among the Penang assemblies, assemblies as a whole and individual believers in particular, have contributed greatly to the development of missions. As a start, short mission trips were organized to visit the IP settlements in the country, followed by mission trips to India, Cambodia and Thailand. Individuals went to Myanmar, Indonesia, Australia, China, and elsewhere. On returning home, they reported on assembly testimony in these places in the Mission Nights specially organized for them. Servants of the Lord from these places, in turn, were invited to Penang to report on what they were doing. 
Assembly missionary organisations like the MMS (now the MMS Trust), Gospel Outreach Worldwide (GOWW), the mission arm of Kajang Life Chapel (Chinese), Grace International Ministries (GIM), New Hope Ministries, and The ECHOS brought missionary news to the Penang assemblies. They, in turn, responded by praying for their work and the missionaries associated with them. Some have come forward as groups, 
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and also as individuals, to sponsor local evangelists in Indonesia through GIM, poor children from the slums through the Christian Missions Charitable Trust (CMCT) and support their projects be they building funds, disaster relief and [image: image4.jpg]


rehabilitation funds especially after floods, earthquakes, tsunami, etc. have hit the local scenes hard. When the tsunami hit the Pacific rim areas in December 2004, within two weeks a total sum of more than RM40,000.00 was collected and sent to the disaster areas through assembly agencies.  Last year alone, through the Mission Night and The ECHOS, an amount of RM45,476.00 was collected on our 5 Mission Nights and forwarded to their respective designations by The ECHOS. 
We are glad to notice that The ECHOS is called upon less and less to channel gifts to missionaries abroad. This responsibility is now taken over more and more by the assembly leadership themselves. Praise the Lord for this increased mission responsibility among the assemblies in Penang.
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The most significant event to happen during these nine years is to witness the Spirit moving among the assemblies in Penang and calling out individuals to serve as missionaries abroad in pioneering assembly work. On 22nd May, 2005, 
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Chan Mei Lai was commended by Burmah Road Gospel Hall to serve in Indonesia. She is now serving the Lord in Salatiga, (See Profile 3 Mei’s Musings.) She returned to Indonesia on 12th February after returning to Penang to renew her 6-month visa.

Annie Khoo who went to Cambodia in 2004 and again in 2005 to serve there for seven months each year, is now recognised and commended by her assembly at Island Glades Gospel Centre to return to Cambodia, this time for a longer period of three years. A letter to this effect was circulated on 1st February. See the commendation letter in Profile 6. Annie returned on February 16.
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In addition, Chew Theam Wah has the support of the assembly at Sungel Nibong Gospel Hall to serve in Kazakhstan for six months. DV he will leave on 15 March for Almaty.
We thank God that today after nine years we can see the Penang Assemblies being more aware of God’s missions, supporting assembly missionaries in prayer and encouragement, putting aside substantial funds for the support of missions and mission-oriented projects, as well as encouraging their own assembly members to go out on mission trips in the country and abroad. Most heartening of all is their coming forward to encourage their members to go out as the Lord’s
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servants, to release them to obey the Spirit’s call to step out, willing to recognise 
them as their own missionaries and to commend them as such to the Lord’s people.
The Lord be praised, honoured, exalted and glorified 
for this Awakening among the Assemblies in Penang

We pray and hope that more assemblies will have “excess” funds earmarked for Missions this coming year, and we pray and hope too more assemblies and their members will be involved in missions.
We also pray and hope to see greater things 
and more wondrous works of the Lord this year.

Where there is no vision, 
the people perish:
but he that keepeth the law, 
happy is he.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Prov. 29:18






